
 

English Curriculum Intent statement 
 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more you learn, the more 

places you’ll go.”— Dr. Seuss 

What is the intention of our English curriculum? 

What are our aims? 

At Scargill Infant School, we follow the National Curriculum programmes of study for English.  We believe that 

learning to read, write and communicate effectively underpins all learning and we want children to be active 

participants in their learning, engaging through experiences which enable them to read and write for a 

purpose. 

 

As a school we recognise the importance reading has on children’s ability to write and we provide children 

with the opportunities to develop a love for reading. We are teaching children the writing process by using 

high quality texts, teacher modelling and techniques from the Talk 4 Writing approach, such as story mapping, 

to enable children to verbalise their thoughts before writing. Children are also supported to develop stamina 

for writing across the curriculum by linking skills taught in English lessons and transferring them into other 

areas of the curriculum. 

 

What is our rationale? 

Teachers plan English lessons for Literacy-specific learning every day in school, in line with the expectations of 

the National Curriculum. This includes guided reading and teaching of spelling and grammar. There are daily 

opportunities for children to practise the skills for reading and writing, where texts and task are specifically 

chosen to develop children’s ability to read with enjoyment whilst nurturing an interest in words and their 

meaning. Reading not only occurs during structured session but books and stories are part of the classroom 

environment with all classes sharing a text at the end of the day.  

 

We actively encourage our parents to be part of their child's learning. Children take part in a Reading Race in 

their classrooms which is an incentive to read at home in order to gain rewards at school. Parents and carers 

are invited into school to take part in Phonics workshops in Reception and English workshops in Key Stage One 

to further support their children at home with reading and writing.  

 

Children are given weekly opportunities to visit the school Library where all children select a book of choice to 

take home and share with their family. As a school we also have the Librarians come to visit to promote 

reading activities in the holidays. Children will also make a visit to the local library to take out a book they can 

enjoy in school. 

 

What are the attitudes we want to foster? 

 To develop self-confidence, self-motivation and independence, which will continue to grow with 

them. 

 Raising aspirations and a commitment to lifelong learning. 

 Praise and celebration of the achievements of every child. 

 Giving children opportunities to work in co-operation, collaboration and teamwork. 

 Caring and respectful individuals who celebrate differences, diversity and core values. 

 



 

How will we implement our English curriculum? 

English is taught every day in each academic year. English is progressive throughout the school and focuses on 

knowledge and skills set out in the National Curriculum. Children’s learning will start with a book as the 

stimulus, from this a Spelling and Grammar (SpAG) lesson with be taught and children will be given the 

opportunity to plan and sequence their writing before editing and creating a final piece. Guided reading is 

taught daily for 20 minutes through shared reading. Phonics is taught using Letters and Sounds and 

handwriting is taught using Nelson. Handwriting and Phonics sessions happen daily. 

English Long Term Map 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 
Key Texts 

Brown Bear 
This is the bear 
This is the bear 
and the picnic 
Where’s my 
Teddy? 
Non-fiction 
writing about 
autumn 

The Egg 
The Three Little 
Pigs 
Stickman 
Harvey’s 
Christmas 
Present 
Instructions 
Poetry   

Betty and the 
yeti 
Big bear little 
brother 
Penguin Small 
Henry’s Holiday 
Blown Away 

Neil Armstrong 
One giant leap 
QPootle5 
Beegu 
But Martin 
 

Handa’s 
Surprise 
Handa’s Hen 
Leopard’s Drum 
Monkey and 
the bright blue 
bottom 
 

Toby and the 
Great Fire of 
London 
The Birthday 
Crown 
Katie in London 
 

Writing Genres Fiction writing 
linked to 
traditional tales 
Non-fiction text 
List  
 

Instructions 
Poems 
Fiction stories 
winter/ 
Christmas  
Letters  
Recounts – 
linked to school 
trip 
Character 
descriptions  
 

Fiction stories 
linked to 
winter/ North 
pole. 
Letters 
Post cards. 
Character 
descriptions 

Fiction stories 
linked to 
fantasy writing.  
Letters  
Lists  
Persuasive 
writing.  
Character 
descriptions 

Poetry  
Fiction stories 
linked to Africa. 
Non-fiction. 
Persuasive 
writing 
Recount – 
linked to school 
trip 
 

Fiction linked 
to transport.  
Poetry 
Non-fiction 
linked to 
historical 
events/people/
places – Henry 
Ford  
Recount – 
linked to school 
trip 

Year 2 
Key Texts 

Lila and the 
Secret of Rain 
10 things I can 
do to help my 
world  
Non-fiction 
texts about 
ways to help 
our 
world/oceans/p
lastic pollution 
Tadpoles 
Promise 

Folk tales by 
Hans Christian 
Anderson (a 
Victorian 
author) The 
Emperor’s 
Clothes / The 
Little Match 
Girl /The brave 
tin soldier 
Non-fiction 
text: Florence 
Nightingale 
Non-fiction 
text: Christmas 
in the Victorian 
times 
Poetry relating 
to 
Remembrance 
Day 

Traction Man 
Gorilla 
The Day the 
Crayons Quit 

The owl who 
was afraid of 
the dark 
Diary of a killer 
cat 
Beauty and the 
Beast 
 

Meerkat Mail 
The Hodgeheg 
Poetry 

Chinye 
Horrid Henry 
Water in the 
house 

Writing Genres Stories in 
familiar 
settings 
Character 
descriptions  
Instructions 
Informal letters 

Non-
chronological 
reports 
Explanation 
texts 
Traditional 
tales 
Poetry 

Fantasy stories 
Character 
descriptions 
Newspaper 
articles 
Instructions 

Extended 
stories 
Non-
chronological 
reports 
Instructions 

Poems on a 
theme 
Letter writing 
Non-
chronological 
reports 
Character 
descriptions 

Story writing 
Explanation 
texts 
 

 

 



 

How will we judge the impact of our English curriculum? 

Our English Curriculum is clearly designed with subject plans which contain clearly defined, planned and 

structured lessons to ensure progression and sequence of knowledge with ambitious aims for what pupils 

should know and by when.  The reading and writing knowledge of pupils must be assessed through ongoing 

teacher assessments.  The skills pupils know are then recorded on Target Tracker to support teachers to make 

sense of their data, identify gaps in learning and deliver genuine impact. 

Our Assessment Policy meets the needs of our pupils, parents, staff and curriculum.  It forms the basis of a 

teacher’s judgements about what pupils know and can do.  The school’s assessment policy outlines when it is 

necessary to record assessment data.  Statutory teacher assessment (TA) at the end of Key Stage 1 is just one 

part of the broader assessments that teachers make. There are 3 main forms of assessment in our school:  

o day-to-day formative assessment—to inform teaching on an ongoing basis 

o in-school summative assessment—to understand pupil performance at the end of a period of  

teaching  

o national statutory summative assessment—to understand pupil performance in relation to 

national  expectations and comparisons  

Statutory TA helps teachers and parents to understand broadly what a pupil can do in relation to national 

expectations and allows the government to hold schools to account for the education they provide to their 

pupils. TA comes from the teaching of the knowledge and skills specified in the national curriculum.  

 


