
Scargill Infant School 

 
Geography Curriculum Progression and 

Overview  
Intent Statement: 

Pupils to develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. To understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating 

to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

 



 

 

GEOGRAPHY LONG TERM MAP 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Our School 

 Locate 

 Maps 

 Buildings 

 Local transport 

 Identify and Improve 

Our Local Area 

 Location 

 Human and Physical features 

 London 

 Countries of UK 

 Compare and Contrast 

 Geographical features 

Our Country 

 Countries of UK 

 Capitals of UK 

 Seas surrounding UK 

 Rivers  

 Characteristics  

Year 2 Magical Mapping 

 Maps 

 Photographs 

 Village 

 Town 

 City 

 Characteristics 

 Migration 

What a Wonderful World 

 Continents 

 Oceans 

 Features 

 Compare and Contrast 

 Create a map 

Sensational Safari: Where is Kenya? 

 Map work 

 Description 

 Rural 

 Features 

 Landscape 

 Environment 

 

 

  



Geography Progression 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

 Weather - Ongoing 
Year 1  use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills 
to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment 

 key human features, including: city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour and shop 

 use simple compass directions (north, 
south, east and west) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near 
and far, left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map 

 

 name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the 4 countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom 
and its surrounding seas 

 identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles 

 
Enquiry 

Type 
Location 
Place 
Human- environmental interaction 

Location 
Place 
Human- environmental interaction 

Location  
Place 
region 

Year 2  key physical features, including: beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 

 use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this 
key stage 

 

 name and locate the world’s 7 
continents and 5 oceans 

 understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom, and of a small area 
in a contrasting non-European country 

 

 use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; devise 
a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

 

Enquiry 
Type 

Place 
Human- environmental interaction 
movement 

 Location 
Place 
Human- environmental interaction 

 

 

 

 



 

Geography Curriculum Overview (I can statements) 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Our School 
 

I can locate our school on a map. 
I can use a map to find other important 
buildings around our school. 
I can use a map to guide me to a local 
landmark. 
I can say if there are there good transport 
links in our local area. 
I can say how humans use our local area. 
I can say what would make our local area 
even better. 
I can create my own map of our local area. 

Our Local Area 
 

I can use simple locational language. 
I can recognise simple human and physical 
features on a map. 
I can locate London on a map. 
I can locate the 4 countries of the UK on a map. 
I can compare physical and human features of 
London and another area of the UK. 
I can present geographical features on a map. 

Our Country 
 

I can name the 4 countries in the UK. 
I can name the capital city of each of the 4 countries. 
I can name the seas surrounding the UK. 
I can name the major rivers of each country. 
I can describe the characteristics of each country. 

 Autumn Spring Summer 
Year 2 Magical Mapping 

 
What are villages, towns and cities like? 
I can learn about a village from 
photographs and maps. 
I can learn about a town from photographs 
and maps. 
I can learn about cities from photographs 
and maps. 
I can say how a city is different from a big 
town. 
I can say what characteristics all cities 
share. 
I can say why people move from villages to 
cities and from cities to towns or villages. 
 

What a Wonderful World 
 

I can locate the 7 continents. 
I can locate the 5 oceans. 
I can say what the unique features of each 
continent are. 
I can compare geographical features in different 
continents. 
I can create a simple map. 

Sensational Safari:  Where is Kenya? 
 

I can find Kenya on a map. 
I can locate the main cities and rivers in Kenya. 
I can say what is life is like if you live in Nairobi. 
I can say what is life is like if you live in rural Kenya. 
I can say what sorts of plants and animals life in 
Kenya. 
I can say what the landscape of Kenya is like. 
I can say what environmental issues affect Kenya. 

 


