
 

History Curriculum Intent statement 
“If you don't know history, then you don't know anything. You are a leaf that doesn't know it is 

part of a tree. ” - Michael Crichton 
 

What is the intention of our History curriculum? 

At Scargill Infant School, we recognise the importance of History in many aspects of life. We aim to give the 
teaching and learning of History a prominent place within our curriculum. We endeavour to provide the 
children with hands on experience, where possible, in bringing their local history to life and allowing them to 
experience it for themselves through local visits and the use of artefacts and input from our families and local 
community. Our History curriculum is centred around enriching the children’s key skills and improving their life 
experiences and knowledge of why their local area is the way it is now, as well as using the prior learning our 
diverse children bring with them upon starting with us at Scargill Infants School.  
 
 What is our rationale? 

At Scargill Infant School, in conjunction with the aims of the National Curriculum, our History curriculum we 
believe that high-quality history lessons inspire children to want to know more about the past and to think and 
act as historians. By linking learning to a range of topics, children have opportunities to investigate and 
interpret the past, understand chronology, build an overview of Britain’s past as well as that of the wider 
world, and to be able to communicate historically. We develop children with the following essential 
characteristics to help them become historians:  

 An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts including significant events 
in Britain’s past;  

 The ability to think more critically about history and communicate ideas confidently to others; 

 The ability to support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using historical events from 
a range of sources;  

 The ability to think, reflect, discuss and evaluate the past by formulating questions and lines of 
enquiry;  

 A respect for historical evidence and artefacts and the ability to make use of it to support their 
learning;  

 A desire to embrace activities, including opportunities to undertake research across a range of history 
topics;  

 A developing sense of curiosity about the past and how and why people interpret the past in different 
ways. 

The National Curriculum will provide a structure and skill development for the history curriculum being taught 
throughout the school, which is now linked, where possible to the themes within other subjects to provide a 
creative scheme of work, which reflects a balanced programme of study. 

What are the attitudes we want to foster? 

 To develop self-confidence, self-motivation and independence,  which will continue to grow with 

them. 

 Raising aspirations and a commitment to lifelong learning. 

 Praise and celebration of the achievements of every child. 

 Giving children opportunities to work in co-operation, collaboration and teamwork. 

 Caring and respectful individuals who celebrate differences, diversity and core values. 

 



How will we implement our History curriculum? 

At Scargill Infant School, History and Geography are taught on rotation each half term, however, skills are 
taught and embedded throughout the school year within the themes. During these blocks, children have 
weekly lessons in History throughout Key Stage 1, using various programmes of study and resources. 
Additional opportunities are provided in History, such as visits from outside providers and visits to local areas 
of historical significance.  
 
Enquiry skills are embedded in each block of history that the children study and these themed units are 
developed throughout their time at school.   Key and specialist vocabulary for history themes is taught and 
built up, and effective questioning is both used and encouraged to communicate ideas effectively.  We 
endeavour to ensure that the History curriculum we provide will give children the confidence and motivation 
to continue to further develop their skills into the next stage of their education and life experiences.  
 
 
 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Year 1   
Toys 

 Old and new 

 Past and present 

 Compare and contrast  

 Artefacts 

 Photographs 

 Changes in living 
memory 

  
Great Explorers 

 The lives of significant 
individuals in the past who 
have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements.  

 Christopher Columbus and 
Neil Armstrong. 

  
Great Fire Of London 

 Events beyond living 
memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. 

 Artefacts 

 Photographs 

 Maps- area affected/ 
changes 

 Chronology  

 London 

Year 2   
Victorians 

 The lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements.  

 Florence Nightingale/ 
Mary Seacole.  Queen 
Victoria 

 Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally or 
globally 

  
Famous People 

 Significant historical events, 
people and places in their 
own locality. 

 The lives of significant 
individuals in the past who 
have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements.  

 

  
Travel & Transport 

 Changes within living 
memory.  

 Significant historical events, 
people and places in their 
own locality.  

 Ford Motor Company 

 
 

How will we judge the impact of our History curriculum? 

Our History Curriculum is designed with subject plans that contain clearly defined, planned and structured lessons to 

ensure progression and sequence of knowledge, with ambitious aims for what pupils should know and by when. 

Assessment of History aims to evaluate progress and attainment in all areas of history education:  knowledge, 

concepts, enquiry and perspective.  

The historical knowledge must be assessed through ongoing teacher assessments, and recorded on Target 

Tracker once an assessment is complete.  

Evidence of History and the development of children’s historical knowledge should be recorded regularly in 
topic books.  History lessons are a balanced mix of knowledge and vocabulary based, observations, enquiry 
and practical lessons. 

 

 


