
 

 

 

Music Curriculum Intent statement 

“Music education can help spark a child’s imagination or ignite a lifetime of passion.  When you 
provide a child with new worlds to explore and challenges to tackle, the possibilities are endless.  

Music education should not be a privilege for a lucky few, it should be a part of every child’s 
world of possibility. “ – Hillary Clinton 

 
 

What is the intention of our Music curriculum? 

At Scargill Infant School we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to be active 
participants in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all 
children. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. 
Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to listen 
and to appreciate different forms of music. As children get older, we expect them to maintain their 
concentration for longer and to listen to more extended pieces of music. Children develop descriptive skills in 
music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions. We teach them the 
disciplined skills of recognising pulse and pitch. Also, we teach the children how to work with others to 
compose music and perform for an audience. We are encouraging pupils to use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

What is our rationale? 

The Charanga Musical School Scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year 
group in the school.  It is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides lesson plans, assessment, 
clear progression and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson. The Scheme 
supports all the requirements of the national curriculum. 

In line with the curriculum for music and guidance from Ofsted, this Scheme moves away from the previous 
levels and learning objective/outcome concepts to an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach 
to musical learning.  Ofsted have stated that “We will not always know the learning outcomes” so segregated 
learning objectives at the start of each lesson are not appropriate. Instead the interrelated dimensions of 
music weave through the units to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses 
through listening and appraising, differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) and performing. 

Each Unit of Work comprises of strands of musical learning which correspond with the national curriculum for 
music: 

1. Listening and Appraising 
2. Musical Activities 

a. Warm-up Games 
b. Optional Flexible Games 
c. Singing 
d. Playing instruments 
e. Improvisation 
f. Composition 

3. Performing 
 

 

 



 

 

What are the attitudes we want to foster? 

 To develop self-confidence, self-motivation and independence,  which will continue to grow with 

them. 

 Raising aspirations and a commitment to lifelong learning. 

 Praise and celebration of the achievements of every child. 

 Giving children opportunities to work in co-operation, collaboration and teamwork. 

 Caring and respectful individuals who celebrate differences, diversity and core values. 

 

How will we implement our Music curriculum? 

From Reception through to Year 2 the teachers use Charanga to focus on different musical styles and skill 
areas. The children have the opportunity to learn how to sing correctly and develop their theory of music 
knowledge. 

Music through Scargill Infant School curriculum offers opportunities to: 

• Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and   
traditions 

• Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the 
inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 
appropriate musical notations. 

• Develop their performance expertise through musical opportunities such as: end of year concerts, 
assembly performances, music assemblies, Sign2Sing, World Nursery Week, Nativity performances 
and end of KS1 performance. 

Additional opportunities are offered in music, such as the Year 2 choir which performs regularly in school and 
at events in the local community. 

 
 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Year 1 Hey You! 
How pulse, 
rhythm and 
pitch work 
together. When 
we rap we use 
pulse and 
rhythm but add 
pitch and we 
have a song. 

Rhythm In The 
Way We Walk/ 
The Banana Rap 

How pulse, 
rhythm and pitch 
work together. 
Singing and 
rapping. 

In The 
Groove 

Playing/singing in 
different styles 
and learning 
about those 
styles. 

Round 
And Round 

 

Your 
Imagination 

Create your 
own lyrics. 

Reflect, 
Rewind 

and Replay 
Revision and 
deciding what 
to perform. 
Listen to 
Western 
Classical 
Music. The 
language of 
music. 

Year 2 Hands, Feet, 
Heart 

Music from 
South Africa, 
Freedom songs 

Ho Ho Ho 
Winter time, 
festivals.  Creating 
a performance 
using music and 
dance. 

I Wanna Play in a 
Band 

Rock music and 
movement 

Zootime 
Reggae music, 
song structure 

Friendship Song 
 

Reflect, 
Rewind and 

Reply 
Western 
Classical Music 
Revision and 
performance 

 
 

How will we judge the impact of our Music curriculum? 

As music is a practical subject, assessment may be done by focussing on a small group at a time on certain 
tasks or skills, observing the children, discussing their work or self/group/teacher evaluation against criteria 
from the National Curriculum programmes of study and end of year expectations. The learning challenges 
used, to plan and teach music, ensure that children are accessing work at age related expectations, with 
regular opportunities to be challenged through higher-level objectives. Children are assessed according to age 
related expectations in line with curriculum requirements. This is done in line with the school assessment 
calendar. 
 


