
 

 

 

Science Curriculum Intent statement 
“Be a free thinker and don’t accept everything you hear as truth.  Be critical and evaluate 

what you believe in.”— Aristotle 
 

What is the intention of our Science curriculum? 

At Scargill Infant School, we recognise the importance of Science in every aspect of daily life. As one of the 
core subjects taught in Primary Schools, we give the teaching and learning of Science the prominence it 
requires. 
  
The Scientific area of learning is concerned with increasing pupils’ knowledge and understanding of our world, 
and with developing skills associated with Science as a process of enquiry. It will develop the natural curiosity 
of the child, encourage respect for living organisms and the physical environment and provide opportunities 
for critical evaluation of evidence. 
 
What is our rationale? 

At Scargill Infant School, in conjunction with the aims of the National Curriculum, our Science teaching offers 
opportunities for children to: 
 

 develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding  

 develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of Science through different types of 
science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them; 

 be equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of Science, 
today and for the future. 

 Develop the essential scientific enquiry skills to deepen their scientific knowledge. 

 Use a range of methods to communicate their scientific information and present it in a systematic, 
scientific manner, including computing, diagrams and charts. 

 Develop a respect for the materials and equipment they handle with regard to their own, and other 
children’s safety. 

 Develop an enthusiasm and enjoyment of scientific learning and discovery. 
  
The National Curriculum will provide a structure and skill development for the science curriculum being taught 
throughout the school, which is now linked, where possible to the theme topics to provide a creative scheme 
of work, which reflects a balanced programme of study. 
 
What are the attitudes we want to foster? 

 To develop self-confidence, self-motivation and independence, which will continue to grow with 

them. 

 Raising aspirations and a commitment to lifelong learning. 

 Praise and celebration of the achievements of every child. 

 Giving children opportunities to work in co-operation, collaboration and teamwork. 

 Caring and respectful individuals who celebrate differences, diversity and core values. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

How will we implement our Science curriculum? 

At Scargill Infant School children have weekly lessons in Science throughout Key Stage 1, using various 
programmes of study and resources. In Early years, science is taught through the children learning about the 
world around them in their learning through play. Additional opportunities are provided in Science, such as 
visitors into the school to look more closely at things such as animals, Wellgate Community Farm and visiting 
the local country parks. 
 
Scientific enquiry skills are embedded in each science unit the children study and these themed units are 
revisited and developed throughout their time at school. Specialist vocabulary for topics is taught and built 
upon.  Effective questioning, from children, to communicate ideas is encouraged.   

We endeavour to ensure the Science curriculum we provide will give children the confidence and motivation 
to continue to further develop their skills into the next stage of their education and life experiences.  

Evidence of scientific investigations and the development of children’s scientific conceptualisations should be 
recorded regularly in topic books.  Science lessons are a balanced of observations, investigations and practical 
lessons. 
 
 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Year 1  Humans 

 Human body 

 Senses 

Everyday Materials 

 Name materials 

 Describe materials 
 
 

Everyday Materials 

 Compare and 
group 

 Suitability 
 

Weather 

 Seasons 

 Shadows 

 Length of 
the day 

Plants 

 Deciduous 
and evergreen 

 Structure of 
flowers and 
trees 

Animals 

 Mammals, 
reptiles, fish 

 Carnivores, 
herbivores 
and 
omnivores 

Year 2 Animals including 
humans 

 Offspring 

 Basic needs 

 Exercise, 
food, hygiene 

Use of Everyday 
Materials 

 Suitability 

 Reversible 
and 
irreversible 
changes 

Use of Everyday 
Materials 

 Research 

 Choose 

 Explain 

 Changes 

Animals including 
Humans 

 Living, not 
living, 
never been 
alive 

 habitats 

Plants 

 Growth 

 What plants 
need 

Living Things and 
Their Habitats 

 Habitats 
and 
microhabita
ts 

 Food chains 

 
 

How will we judge the impact of our Science curriculum? 

Our Science Curriculum is designed with subject plans that contain clearly defined and ambitious aims for what 

pupils should know and by when. Assessment of Science aims to evaluate progress and attainment in the two 

areas of: 

 Science education 

 Scientific knowledge and Scientific skills 

 

The statutory requirements for working scientifically (skills) must be achieved at least once through the listed 

science units in each year group.  These are then recorded on Target Tracker once the assessment is complete.  

The scientific knowledge must be assessed through ongoing teacher assessments and recorded on Target 

Tracker once an assessment is complete.  
 


