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A message from the CEO - 

Mr C W Hobson

Welcome to the updated version of the Hornchurch Academy Trust Termly 
Newsletter.  We hope that you like the new format, however also continue to 
enjoy the content that provides a snapshot of the excellent work taking place 
across our family of schools.

Spring Term 2021 has been another challenging term for schools, staff, 
parents/carers and children alike.  It began with the disappointment of schools 
being closed in January to the large majority, however recently, we welcomed a 
return for all children from 8th March.  The transition from ‘remote education’ 
and ‘home schooling’ back to on-site education has not been without its 
difficulties, however I can confidently say that by working together we have all 
succeeded in navigating this period as best we can whilst also managing to 
deliver a high quality learning experience for children.  We have all had to learn 
new skills and adapt to new ways of doing things.  Remote Parents Evenings, 
Google Classroom and virtual libraries have now become commonplace!

Infection rates and COVID transmission continue to fall both locally and 
nationally.  Whilst this is excellent news, we are not complacent in our schools 
and continue to implement the control measures that will give us the best 
chance of remaining open for children.

Despite the challenges faced over the last year, Trust schools have continued 
to rise to the challenge and when required have been able to innovate at pace 
and respond effectively.  As such, the lockdown periods and restrictions have 
only strengthened the view of the benefits of our schools working together 
within a supportive network.

Finally, I would like to make you aware of a new and improved Trust website.  
This can be accessed via www.hornchurchacademy.org and will be available 
after the Easter break.   In addition to this upgrade and improvement, each 
school within the Trust will also have a new website that you will hopefully find 
both informative and user friendly.  Dates and details of each to follow soon!

http://www.hornchurchacademy.org.uk


Scargill Infant School



Scargill Infant School
Miss D McGahey - Head of School

As we come to the conclusion of the Spring Term, 
I think we can all agree it has been one of 
uncertainty, adapting to new ideas and trying new 
things.   In September our plan for remote 
learning was a collection of ideas and scenarios, 
but along came the 5th January and these quickly 
became a reality.  

I could not be more proud of staff, children and of 
course you - our parents.   No one signed up for 
home teaching, recording of lessons, marking 
remotely and virtual assemblies, but together we 
stepped into the unknown and made our remote 
learning policy a success.  

As such, our children have returned to school with a new enthusiasm for 
learning, a confidence to work independently and try new things, stronger 
relationships with their teachers and friends.  Our biggest challenge now is 
incorporating all the great things we discovered during lockdown and include 
them in our teaching and learning and continue to build on our success.

World Book Day Red Nose Day

Kidz Fit Remote Learning

This years World Book Day was 
held remotely, but that did not stop 
everyone joining in.  Guessing the 
masked raeder was great fun and I 
loved the pictures of reading in an 

unusual place.

The children had great fun coming 
into school on Friday wearing red 

clothing and their red noses!
So far we have raised an amazing 

£205.02 and still counting!

The children had great fun 
learning about how to stay fit and 

healthy with Carl from Kidz-fit.  
They took part in different exercise 
activities including hula-hooping, 

jumping and yoga!

Well done to all our children, 
parents and staff for making 

remote learning such a success 
and thank you for for completing 

our remote education survey.



Scargill Junior School
Virtual Teacher

Chromebooks in the classroom

DT Pizza challenge

Science Week

Red Nose Day



Scargill Junior School
Mrs H Graham - Head of School

A term like no other. No-one could have 
predicted the term just gone and all the 
challenges that it brought. However, despite 
these, the pupils of Scargill Junior School 
have shown resilience, determination and 
enthusiasm. No more so, on March 8th when 
they eventually all returned to school; the 
excitement in school was palpable. 

The excitement has remained  through 
continuing to use many of the apps 
discovered during lockdown with classes 
often found utilizing their Chromebooks. In 
addition to this, all of the pupils are now 
enrolled on Accelerated Reader with each 
year group having its own dedicated reading 
area. They are also able to access the online 
library myOn.

Despite still being in lockdown, we celebrated World          Book 
Day as we always would but arranged activities for the pupils 
for the entire week. I am fairly certain their favourite activity 
was unmasking the masked  readers. They also were set the 
challenge creating well known book characters out of weird 
and wonderful items and the entire school was set the 
challenge of writing a narrative poem for an illustration of The 
Rainbow Bear by Michael Morpurgo;  I was blown away by 
their imagination.

As well of the excitement of it being the first 
week back in school for most of the pupils, it 
was also science week. The pupils had a 
fantastic week carrying out fun activities 
from investigating whether the appearance 
of food affects how it tastes to designing 
their own Robobug.

Remote learning brought with it many 
challenges, none more so than DT. Faced with 
concerns regarding access to resources and 
tools, our subject leader devised a series of 
challenges that were accessible for all. These 
ranged from making pizzas to the now 
infamous Baked Bean challenge.

During these difficult times, I think we can 
all be in agreement that the best medicine 
is laughter and so on Friday March 19th, 
we joined in with the Comic relief 
fundraiser, raising a brilliant £479.51

This new and exciting approach to learning has enabled a class to be taught by 
their teacher remotely. The pupils have taken this on in their stride and if
you didn’t know better, you really would think the teacher was
in the room.

We are very much looking forward to 
the summer term.
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Upminster Infant School
Mrs H Lendon - Head of School World Book Day 2021 was a great 

success with children and staff 
contributing to the success of the 
day. The children loved trying to 
work out who the masked readers 
were.  

When the children returned on 
Monday 8th March, you could feel the 
excitement and anticipation in the air. 
We welcomed the children who 
quickly picked up from where they 
had left off. 

Since returning, each year 
group has worked in their 
year group bubbles.  Dated 
Friday 19th March, we 
joined in the celebration for 
Comic Relief raising just 
over £300. 

The School community at Upminster Infants 
has continued to work hard and engage with 
learning. This was on the remote learning 
platform and on returning to school. 

During the lockdown we had an average of 
98% engagement with remote learning which 
was absolutely fantastic. 

Since returning, the children have quickly 
resumed their usual routines once again and  
mixing socially and safely in their year group 
bubble. Throughout the school the children 
have demonstrated great resilience.



Upminster Junior School
Year 4 acting out 
emotions in 
preparation for 
writing ‘show not 
tell’ sentences.

Year 3 making rain 
gauges in Geography

Virtual visit from poet Neal 
Zetter to celebrate World Book 
Week.

Pupils taking their 
learning outside to 
measure in metres.



Upminster Junior School
Miss A Edgcombe - Head of School World Book Week

 2021

We may have been at home during World Book Week, but that didn’t stop 
us celebrating this important annual event!  Pupils took part in re-enacting 
virtually the Jungle Book with the help of West End in Schools.

So that all pupils could access reading at their level 
during the lockdown, we successfully launched 
MyOn - which is linked to the Accelerated Reader 
programme.  The response to this was excellent – in 
the first week 871 books had been read, 25,000 
pages had been turned and 133 hours were spent 
reading in total.

Mental Health Week - 1-5 February
One of the ways we celebrated this 
year’s Mental Health Awareness 
Week, was by sharing how we take 
time to express ourselves - showing 
how creative we are in our own ways!

We are exceptionally proud of what our 
pupils have achieved this term.  Their efforts 
during the remote learning period were 
remarkable and demonstrated how adept 
our pupils have become at making the 
transition between live and online teaching.  
Now, being back at school for 3 weeks, it’s 
like we’ve never been away! In and outside 
of our classrooms there is a ‘buzz’ of 
learning as pupils engage in ‘blended 
learning’ through the use of our Chrome 
Books; make the most of outdoor learning; 
and generally enjoy the learning alongside 
their friends once again.    We now look 
forward, with much optimism, to further 
learning opportunities and experiences in 
the summer term.



Whybridge Junior School
Science Week

Year 3 were 
investigating 
shadows and how 
the distance of the 
light source affects 
the size of the 
shadows.

Accelerated 
Reader
Some of our 
pupils have 
now taken over 
700 AR quizzes 
and are loving 
Accelerated 
Reader.

Google Classroom

Virtual 
Assemblies

Virtual 
assemblies 
allow us all to 
be together to 
celebrate 
awards and 
achievements.

Learning online 
has become an 
important part of 
school life.



Whybridge Junior School
Mrs S Warshow - Head of School

World Book Day

                                                   

                              

MyOn/ Accelerated Reader/ New library 

Science Week

Red Nose Day

Whybridge pupils enjoyed a fun day 
on World Book Day. Their favourite 
activity was guessing which staff 
were the masked readers!

Red Nose Day 2021 was a brilliant success, with
every single child receiving a red nose in 
exchange for a donation of £1. We raised £170.

Whybridge pupils took part in British Science 
Week from 8th - 12th March. They enjoyed a 
range of investigative activities to develop their 
Scientific enquiry skills. 

Our school library has had a 
complete makeover in recent 
weeks and we are proud to share 
how amazing it looks! 

As I am writing this, we are three weeks in 
from being back at school since the 
second extended period of school 
closure.  Whilst teaching and learning 
remotely required some adjustment, it 
also opened up lots of new and exciting 
ways to use technology for learning. As 
pupils became more confident in using 
Google Classroom, as well as other 
programs such as ‘MyOn’ and ‘Spelling 
Shed’, it soon became evident that they 
were able to adapt to a very different way 
of learning very successfully.  

The pupils, staff and wider school 
community at Whybridge have 

continued to impress me with their resilience, creativity, ability to embrace 
challenges, maintain high standards and exceed expectations. As we gradually 
tread the cautious path to less restrictions, I look forward to the time 
when we are able to hold Whybridge school events, welcome 
back parents into school and see children play and 
learn together as a wider school community. 
For now, the summer term holds a 
ray of light towards brighter 
times ahead.


