
 

STATEMENT ON BRITISH VALUES 
 

Preparing for life in modern democratic Britain 
 

The Government and Department for Education emphasise that schools are 
required to “promote fundamental British values of democracy, rule of law, 
individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths 
and beliefs.”  
 
Our children are the best ambassadors we could wish for to demonstrate all of 
these values. All of us at the school strive to lead by example.  
At Scargill Infants, these values are reinforced regularly and in the following 
ways.  
 
Democracy  
As an Infants School, we ensure the children have their voices heard through 
our School Council, the election of the school councillors and pupil 
questionnaires and understand that these can influence decisions made 
through a democratic process.  
 
Rule of Law  
The children understand that we need rules to ensure everyone is safe and 
comfortable and can get on with their own life. We have our four school rules, 
along with some others such as internet safety rules. The children understand 
that alongside rules are consequences which happen when rules are broken. In 
assembly, children learn about rules of the country, rules of the road and social 
rules such as good manners. Visits from the police and fire brigade support 
this.  
 
Individual Liberty  
Children know they can make choices within a safe environment as part of a 
mission to educate to enable and empower. Empowering children to make 
safe, sensible and informed choices. For example, through health and safety in 
PE & D&T, including hygiene in cooking.  
 
Mutual Respect  
Fair play and following rules in PE and games, understanding how to accept 
defeat and being resilient are lessons we teach. Being part of ‘the team’ 
whether in a group or class or the school supporting others are attributes 
demonstrated by our children.  
 



How to show respect:  
 

 Communicate respectfully e.g. listening when someone is talking, 
thinking about what you say and the manner in which it is said, taking 
turns, listen to others.  

 Showing kindness and courtesy to others e.g. showing good manners, 
being polite, following rules, listening when someone is speaking, 
sharing and working co-operatively, respecting your own and others’ 
property.  

 Accepting and respecting differences e.g. being respectful of others’ 
religion, culture, beliefs, disabilities, appearance, people on other teams 
etc.  

 Respecting spaces around us e.g. looking after our school and local area 
by being tidy, helping others, helping at home.  

 Valuing the world around us e.g. respecting the environment, looking 
after plants and animals, being aware of how our actions affect our 
planet.  

 
Tolerance of those of Different Faiths & Beliefs  
 
Our children understand that there are a variety of faiths and beliefs, people 
believe different things and this is ‘okay’. The variety of assemblies, visitors, 
sharing events from other faiths and the RE curriculum ensure our children 
understand tolerance within the setting of a school serving our local 
community.  We aspire to support our children in learning it is everyone’s right 
to believe in a religion or to have no religion and this should be respected as 
the choice of the individual.  Through leading by example we show the children 
discrimination of any sort is not tolerated.  As a non-denominational school, 
we work within guidelines and regulations to be within “a broadly Christian 
character”. 
  
Our children are the best ambassadors we could wish for to demonstrate all of 

these values. All of us at the school strive to lead by example. 


