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7th January 2022 

REF: COVID-19 UPDATE 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Happy New Year and welcome back to Spring Term 2022.  Whilst I hope that all families 
had a good festive break, I am aware that a large number of families and individuals who 
have had their Christmas and New Year adversely impacted by the Omicron COVID-19 
variant.  It is fair to say that transmission and cases locally are following the national trend 
and spike. 
 
Updated DfE guidance was published 2nd January 2022 and reflects on the challenges of 
the Omicron variant and its impact on how schools are able operate, assessing risk and 
ensuring that there are sufficient staff to maintain ‘face to face’ education for all children.  
At the time of writing the large majority of the guidance relates to children at secondary 
school, which means that all of our schools start Spring Term with an approach of 
‘business as usual’. 
 
Despite the very high number of cases in the community, schools continue to do all they 
can to protect face-to-face learning for all children.  The ability to achieve this remains 
constantly reviewed within each schools risk assessment and is largely dependent on 
having sufficient staff to operate safely.   
 
Moving forward, schools continue to implement control measures as appropriate.  
However, please be aware that schools may need to step up or step down control 
measures as the term progresses.  This could be for a variety of reasons e.g. mini-
outbreaks in schools, staffing challenges or local rises in data.  In the event that additional 
control measures are required, then they will be communicated at local level and only be 
in place for as long as is necessary. 
 
Added to control measures, DfE guidance outlines the requirement for schools to be 
flexible in order to ensure children can access ‘face to face’ education on site and allow 
schools to manage the challenges that COVID presents.  This means that whilst remote 
education may be required in the future, it is now a last resort.  A flexible approach may be 
required based on staff attendance due to COVID relate issues.  However, please be 
reassured that all schools will cover classes with any available staff as is required or 
possible.   
 
Finally, one significant change in the management of confirmed COVID cases became 
effective 22nd December 2021.  The self-isolation period has now been reduced from 10 
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days to 7 days for those who record a positive PCR test result.  However, please note that 
this is only applicable for those who take an LFD test on day 6 and 7 of the isolation 
period that are both negative and 24 hours apart.  People who are fully vaccinated but 
have been identified as a close contact for someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD 
test every day for 7 days and continue to attend as normal, unless they have a positive 
result or develop symptoms. 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support. 
 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr C W Hobson 

CEO - Hornchurch Academy Trust 
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