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30th November 2021 

REF: COVID-19 UPDATE 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
You will be aware of announcements over the weekend regarding the increasing COVID 
transmission nationally and the new Omicron variant.  The announcement included 
additional temporary and precautionary measures that come into effect from Tuesday 30th 
November.  Subsequent DfE guidance was published 28th November. 
 
In addition to the national situation, there is also a rise in cases locally.  This fact was 
highlighted in correspondence from Mark Ansell (Director of Public Health) dated 25th 
November.  The rise in transmission and cases locally is reflected in Trust schools despite 
the control measures and processes already in place.  As such, all schools within the 
Trust have re-visited their individual risk assessments and consulted with Health and 
Safety Advisors as appropriate. 
 
Due to the facts noted above, it may be the case that additional control measures need to 
be implemented.  Additional measures will be decided by individual schools at local level 
as they are often specific to each site and spikes in cases.  In the event that additional 
control measures are implemented, they will be communicated at the earliest opportunity.  
Potential measures include: (not exhaustive) 
 

 Wearing of face masks on site 

 Only entering the school building if absolutely necessary or by appointment 

 Restricting collective on site events  

 Temporary change to remote assemblies/collective worship 

 Minimising face to face meetings 

 Temporarily suspending indoor clubs 
 
All schools within the Trust are working incredibly hard to maintain a continuity of 
education and keep both children and adults safe.  By working together to mitigate risk 
and reduce potential transmission, we aim to reach the Christmas break with minimal 
disruption and with all children being able to experience as many seasonal opportunities 
as possible. 
 
Finally, the DfE have also confirmed that the current guidance on contact tracing and 
isolation remains in place. However, please note that any suspected or confirmed close 
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contacts of the Omicron variant will be asked to isolate for 10 days regardless of 
vaccination status or age, and individuals will be contacted directly and told to isolate. 
 
It is understood that the current position is subject to change.  In the event of further 
updates, schools will contact parent/carers and stakeholders as soon as possible.  
 
Thank you in advance for your continued support. 
 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr C W Hobson 

CEO - Hornchurch Academy Trust 
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